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(57) ABSTRACT

A wireless communications system. A first portable elec-
tronic device collects environment information via an image
sensor, transmits the environment information to a second
portable electronic device, and activates a flashlight in
response to a flashlight assistant request signal for assisting in
a photographic operation of the second portable electronic
device. The second portable electronic device communicates
with the first portable electronic device to receive the envi-
ronment information, determines at least one photographic
parameter for a camera module according to the environment
information, transmits the flashlight assistant request signal
to the first portable electronic device, and performs the pho-
tographic operation according to the photographic parameter.

28 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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METHODS FOR CONTROLLING A REMOTE
FLASHLIGHT SOURCE PROVIDED BY A
PEER PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICE IN
A WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM
AND PORTABLE ELECTRONIC DEVICES
UTILIZING THE SAME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a method for controlling a remote
flashlight source, and more particularly to a method for con-
trolling a remote flashlight source provided by a peer portable
electronic device for assisting a photographic operation of the
host portable electronic device.

2. Description of the Related Art

Portable electronic devices, such as mobile telephones,
media players, personal digital assistants (PDAs), tablet com-
puters, and others, are ever increasing in popularity. To avoid
having to carry multiple devices, portable electronic devices
are now being configured to provide a wide variety of func-
tions. For example, a mobile telephone may no longer be used
simply to make and receive telephone calls. A mobile tele-
phone may also be a camera for taking still photographs
and/or video images, an Internet browser for accessing news
and information, an audiovisual media player, a messaging
device (text, audio, and/or visual messages), a gaming device,
a personal organizer, and have other functions as well.

Since the portable electronic devices now provide a wide
variety of functions, the performance of each function
becomes a key factor in attracting consumer attention when
the consumer is purchasing a desirable product. For example,
the processing speed of the portable electronic device, the
image resolution and the picture quality of the monitor and
the camera module, the audio quality of the media player, etc.

Therefore, methods of improving performance of the func-
tions provided by the portable electronic devices are an issue
worthy of consideration.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Methods for controlling a remote flashlight source pro-
vided by a peer portable electronic device in a wireless com-
munications system and portable electronic devices utilizing
the same are provided. An exemplary embodiment of a wire-
less communications system comprises a first portable elec-
tronic device and a second portable electronic device. The
first portable electronic device collects environment informa-
tion via an image sensor, transmits the environment informa-
tion to a second portable electronic device, and activates a
flashlight in response to a flashlight assistant request signal
for assisting in a photographic operation of the second por-
table electronic device. The second portable electronic device
communicates with the first portable electronic device to
receive the environment information, determines at least one
photographic parameter for a camera module according to the
environment information, transmits the flashlight assistant
request signal to the first portable electronic device, and per-
forms the photographic operation according to the photo-
graphic parameter.

An exemplary embodiment of a portable electronic device
comprises a camera module, a wireless communications
module and a processor. The wireless communications mod-
ule transmits and receives a plurality of signals to and from a
peer portable electronic device to establish a wireless com-
munications and communicates with the peer portable elec-
tronic device. The processor obtains environment informa-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

tion collected by the peer portable electronic device from the
signals, determines at least one photographic parameter of the
camera module according to the environment information,
determines whether a flashlight provided by the peer portable
electronic device is required in a photographic operation
according to the environment information, transmits a flash-
light assistant request signal to the peer portable electronic
device when determining that the flashlight provided by the
peer portable electronic device is required and performs the
photographic operation according to the photographic param-
eter.

An exemplary embodiment of a portable electronic device
comprises a camera module, a wireless communications
module and a processor. The wireless communications mod-
ule transmits and receiving a plurality of signals to and from
a peer portable electronic device to establish a wireless com-
munications and communicates with the peer portable elec-
tronic device. The processor turns on the camera module to
collect environment information, determines at least one
flashlight control parameter according to the environment
information, and activates a flashlight in response to a flash-
light assistant request signal received from the peer portable
electronic device for assisting a photographic operation of the
peer portable electronic device.

An exemplary embodiment of a method for controlling a
remote flashlight source comprises: establishing a wireless
communications between a first portable electronic device
and a second portable electronic device; collecting environ-
ment information via an image sensor of the first portable
electronic device; transmitting the environment information
from the first portable electronic device to the second portable
electronic device for helping the second portable electronic
device to determine at least one photographic parameter
according to the environment information; and activating a
flashlight of the first portable electronic device as a remote
flashlight source for assisting in a photographic operation of
the second portable electronic device when the second por-
table electronic device is performing the photographic opera-
tion according to the photographic parameter.

A detailed description is given in the following embodi-
ments with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The invention can be more fully understood by reading the
subsequent detailed description and examples with refer-
ences made to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1is aschematic block diagram of a portable electronic
device according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 shows an exemplary wireless communications sys-
tem according to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of a method for controlling a
remote flashlight source according to an embodiment of the
invention; and

FIG. 4 shows a more detailed flow chart of a method for
controlling a remote flashlight source according to an
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The following description is of the best-contemplated
mode of carrying out the invention. This description is made
for the purpose of illustrating the general principles of the
invention and should not be taken in a limiting sense. The
scope of the invention is best determined by reference to the
appended claims.
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FIG.11s aschematic block diagram of'a portable electronic
device according to an embodiment of the invention. The
portable electronic device 100 may at least comprise a base-
band processing device 110, a wireless communications
module 120, a processor 130 and a camera module 140. Note
that in order to clarify the concept of the invention, FIG. 1
presents a simplified block diagram in which only the ele-
ments relevant to the invention are shown. However, note that
the invention should not be limited to what is shown in the
FIG. 1.

The baseband processing device 110 may comprise a plu-
rality of hardware devices to perform baseband signal pro-
cessing, including Analog to Digital Conversion (ADC)/
Digital to Analog Conversion (DAC), gain adjusting,
modulation/demodulation, encoding/decoding, and so on.
The wireless communications module 120 may comprise one
or more RF unit to receive RF wireless signals in compliance
with one or more wireless communications protocols, convert
the received RF wireless signals to baseband signals, which
are processed by the baseband processing device 110, or
receive baseband signals from the baseband processing
device 110 and convert the received baseband signals to RF
wireless signals, which are later transmitted. The wireless
communications module 120 may also comprise a plurality of
hardware devices to perform radio frequency conversion. For
example, each RF unit may comprise a mixer to multiply the
baseband signals with a carrier oscillated in a desired carrier
frequency. The portable electronic device 100 may also com-
prise a processor 130 for controlling the operation of the
portable electronic device 100 and other functional compo-
nents, such as a display unit and/or keypad serving as the Ul
(user interface), a storage unit storing data and program codes
for applications or communication protocols, or others. Note
that in some embodiments of the invention, the processor 130
may also be integrated in the baseband processing device 110.
The camera module 140 may comprise at least an image
sensor for capturing photos, images or scenes and a flashlight
for assisting in photographic operations of the camera module
140.

FIG. 2 shows an exemplary wireless communications sys-
tem according to an embodiment of the invention. The wire-
less communications system 200 may comprise more than
one portable electronic device, such as the portable electronic
devices 210 and 220. The user 310 is the one holding the
portable electronic devices 210, the user 320 is the one hold-
ing the portable electronic devices 220, and the user 300 is the
one to be photographed. The triangle extended from the por-
table electronic devices 210 represents the flashlight range of
the portable electronic devices 210, and the triangle extended
from the portable electronic devices 220 represents the flash-
light range of the portable electronic devices 220. The por-
table electronic devices 210 and 220 may at least comprise a
baseband processing device, a wireless communications
module, a processor and a camera module as shown in FIG. 1.
Details of the baseband processing device, the wireless com-
munications module, the processor and the camera module
may be referred in the discussion of FIG. 1, and are omitted
here for brevity. According to an embodiment of the inven-
tion, the portable electronic devices 210 and 220 may com-
municate with each other and exchange some information,
and one of the portable electronic devices may provide its
flashlight to serve as a remote flashlight source when the other
one is performing a photographic operation. According to an
embodiment of the invention, the photographic operation
may be selected from a group comprising capturing an image,
recording a video and capturing a plurality of images for
continuous shooting.
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FIG. 3 shows a flow chart of a method for controlling a
remote flashlight source according to an embodiment of the
invention. In FIG. 3, a main concept of controlling a remote
flashlight source is first introduced. To begin, a wireless com-
munications is first established between an assistant portable
electronic device (for example, the portable electronic device
210 as shown in FIG. 2) and a host portable electronic device
(for example, the portable electronic device 220 as shown in
FIG. 2) (Step S31). The host and assistant portable electronic
devices may recognize and synchronize with each other via
the wireless communications. Details of the reorganization
and synchronization will be discussed further in the following
paragraphs.

Next, environment information is collected via an image
sensor of the assistant portable electronic device (Step S32).
According to an embodiment of the invention, the assistant
portable electronic device may turn on (or enable, activate,
etc.) its camera module and collect environment information
by capturing at least one image (or scene, photo, etc.) via the
image sensor and analyzing the captured image to obtain the
environment information. The environment information may
be background lighting conditions in the image, background
color temperatures in the image, subject(s) lighting condi-
tions of one or more subject(s) in the image (for example, the
user 300 to be pictured as shown in FIG. 2), subject(s) lighting
conditions of one or more subject(s) in the image, subject(s)
color temperatures, and/or subject(s) local features. Accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention, the local features may
be, for example, face color, skin color, face position and skin
position of the one or more subject(s).

After collecting the environment information, the assistant
portable electronic device may transmit the environment
information to the host portable electronic device to facilitate
the host portable electronic device to determine at least one
photographic parameter according to the environment infor-
mation (Step S33). According to an embodiment of the inven-
tion, the photographic parameter may be a camera scene
mode, an ISO speed, an exposure index, a white balance
setting, a focal position, a focal length and/or a shutter speed.
Finally, when the host portable electronic device is perform-
ing a photographic operation according to the photographic
parameter, the assistant portable electronic device may acti-
vate its flashlight as a remote flashlight source to assist in the
photographic operation of the host portable electronic device
(Step S34).

FIG. 4 shows another flow chart for illustrating the method
for controlling a remote flashlight source in more detailed
according to an embodiment of the invention. When a user
holding a host portable electronic device (for example, the
portable electronic device 220 as shown in FIG. 2) is planning
to perform a photographic operation, the user of the host
portable electronic device may first launch a camera applica-
tion program installed in the operating system of the host
portable electronic device via an user interface (UI) (Step
S41). When launching the camera application program, the
processor of the host portable electronic device may turn on
(or, enable, activate, etc.) a camera module thereof. Next, the
processor of the host portable electronic device may keep
detecting whether there is any peer electronic device located
around the host portable electronic device (Step S42).

According to an embodiment of the invention, the proces-
sor of the host portable electronic device may actively scan
whether there is any peer portable electronic device located in
the wireless communications system. For example, the host
portable electronic device may broadcast a predefined mes-
sage, a predefined string, a predefined signal, or the likes in
the wireless communications system. When a peer portable
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electronic device located in the wireless communications sys-
tem receives and recognizes the predefined message, string,
or signal, the peer portable electronic device may transmit an
acknowledgement message, string or signal to the host por-
table electronic device, and become an assistant portable
electronic device (for example, the portable electronic device
210 as shown in FIG. 2) in the following photographic opera-
tions.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the host and
assistant portable electronic devices may exchange the pre-
defined message, string, or signal via a near field communi-
cation (NFC), an infrared ray communication, or others,
established therebetween.

In addition, a predetermined application program (such as
a flashlight assistant application program or a wireless rec-
ognition application program) may be developed and pre-
installed in the host and assistant portable electronic devices.
Inthis manner, only the portable electronic devices having the
predetermined application installed therein may recognize
the predefined message, string, or signal transmitted by the
host portable electronic device, and can support the flashlight
assistant function.

Note that besides performing active scans, the host por-
table electronic device may also passively wait for any pre-
defined message, string or signal transmitted by an assistant
portable electronic device in the wireless communications
system. For example, users holding the portable electronic
devices may place their portable electronic devices closely, or
may tag their portable electronic devices to each other, so as
to help the portable electronic devices to find out or recognize
each other. There may be still some other non-discussed
methods that can be utilized in step S42 for detecting peer
portable electronic device, and therefore, the invention
should not be limited thereto.

When it is determined that there is no assistant portable
electronic device detected in Step S43, the host portable elec-
tronic device may stay in step S42 and continue detecting.
Otherwise, the host portable electronic device may synchro-
nize with the assistant portable electronic device (Step S44).
The synchronization may be performed by launching the
predetermined application program (such as the flashlight
assistant application program or the wireless recognition
application program as discussed above) on both the host and
assistant portable electronic devices, and exchanging the
MAC (medium access control) address of each other so as to
establish a more advanced wireless communications (more
advanced than the one used in step S42) between the host and
assistant portable electronic devices, such as a Bluetooth
communication, a WiFi communication, or others. Note that
in some embodiment of the invention, the more advanced
wireless communications may also be directly established
when detecting and recognizing the assistant portable elec-
tronic device in step S42, and the invention should not be
limited thereto.

Next, the assistant portable electronic device may enter a
flashlight assistor mode (Step S45). When the assistant por-
table electronic device enters the flashlight assistor mode, a
predetermined U for the assistant portable electronic device
to operate under the flashlight assistor mode may be pre-
sented on the screen. Next, the assistant portable electronic
device may turn on the corresponding camera module to
collect environment information (Step S46). According to an
embodiment of the invention, the processor of the assistant
portable electronic device may turn on the corresponding
camera module in the background and direct the camera
module to capture at least one image via an image sensor for
collecting the environment information. Here, “in the back-
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ground” means the user may not notice that the image sensor
is capturing image. For example, the image captured by the
image sensor is not shown on the screen. However, in some
embodiments of the invention, the image captured by the
image sensor may also be shown on the screen of the assistant
portable electronic device for the user to preview the image,
and the invention should not be limited thereto.

The processor of the assistant portable electronic device
may further analyze the captured image according to some
predetermined algorithms to obtain the environment informa-
tion. The environment information may be background light-
ing conditions, background color temperatures, subject(s)
lighting conditions of one or more subject(s) in the image,
subject(s) color temperatures, and subject(s) local features.
According to an embodiment of the invention, the local fea-
tures may be, for example, face color, skin color, face position
and skin position of the subject(s).

In addition, according to another embodiment of the inven-
tion, the processor of the assistant portable electronic device
may further determine at least one flashlight control param-
eter according to the environment information. The flashlight
control parameter may be, for example and not limited to,
flashlight strength, a flashlight color temperature and a flash-
light duration.

According to yet another embodiment of the invention, the
processor of the assistant portable electronic device may fur-
ther activate the flashlight for one or more times for photom-
etry in the stage of collecting environment information. Note
that the environment information and the flashlight control
parameter may be selectively shown in the screen of the
assistant portable electronic device and the user holding the
assistant portable electronic device may be allowed to adjust
the environment information and/or the flashlight control
parameter when they are visible to the user.

Next, the assistant portable electronic device may transmit
the collected environment information (and further the flash-
light control parameter utilized by the assistant portable elec-
tronic device in some embodiments) to the host portable
electronic device (Step S47). The collected environment
information (and further the flashlight control parameter in
some embodiments) may be transmitted via the wireless com-
munications established in step S44 or S42.

After receiving the signals transmitted by the assistant
portable electronic device, the processor of the host portable
electronic device may obtain the environment information
collected by the assistant portable electronic device from the
signals and determine at least one photographic parameter of
its camera module according to the environment information
(and further the flashlight control parameter in some embodi-
ments) (Step S48). Note that in some embodiment of the
invention, the host portable electronic device may also collect
some environment information via is camera module and
determine the photographic parameter further according to
the environment information collected by itself, so as to come
out the optimal photographic parameter(s) that can achieve
the best performance.

According to an embodiment of the invention, the photo-
graphic parameter may be a camera scene mode, an ISO
speed, an exposure index, a white balance setting, a focal
position, a focal length and/or a shutter speed. For example,
the processor of the host portable electronic device may deter-
mine an optimum camera scene mode according to the back-
ground lighting conditions and the local features of the one or
more subject(s). For another example, the processor of the
host portable electronic device may determine an optimum
ISO speed according to the flashlight strength and flashlight
duration that can be provided by the assistant and/or the host
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portable electronic device. For yet another example, the pro-
cessor of the host portable electronic device may determine
an optimum white balance setting according to the back-
ground color temperature, the subject(s) color temperature
and/or the flashlight color temperature that can be provided
by the assistant and/or the host portable electronic device.

Note that when the flashlight control parameter is trans-
mitted to the host portable electronic device, the processor of
the host portable electronic device may further adjust the
flashlight control parameter and transmit the adjusted flash-
light control parameter back to the assistant portable elec-
tronic device in step S48. In addition, the processor of the host
portable electronic device may further determine whether the
flashlight provided by the peer portable electronic device is
required based on the collected environment information, the
flashlight control parameter and/or the determined photo-
graphic parameter in step S48.

The processor of the host portable electronic device may
transmit a flashlight assistant request signal (for example, the
signal Sctrl as shown in FIG. 2) to the assistant portable
electronic device when determining that the flashlight pro-
vided by the assistant portable electronic device is required.
According to an embodiment of the invention, the host por-
table electronic device may transmit the flashlight assistant
request signal to the assistant portable electronic device as a
shutter of the host portable electronic device is pressed.

Finally, the host portable electronic device may perform
the photographic operation according to the photographic
parameter determined in step S48 and the assistant portable
electronic device may activate a flashlight in response to the
flashlight assistant request signal for assisting a photographic
operation of the host portable electronic device (Step S49).
Note that in some embodiments of the invention, the flash-
light control parameter may further be adjusted by either the
host portable electronic device or the assistant portable elec-
tronic device during the photographic operation. When the
flashlight control parameter is adjusted by the host portable
electronic device, the processor of the host portable electronic
device may further transmit the adjusted flashlight control
parameter back to the assistant portable electronic device as
discussed above.

When the flashlight assistant function is provided by the
portable electronic devices, the camera function is enhanced
and the picture quality of the photos captured by the camera
module can also be greatly improved. The flashlight assistant
function is very attractive to user since the flashlight provided
by a portable electronic device is generally not strong enough.
The weak flashlight is undesirable especially when taking
pictures for the subject that is far from the camera or portable
electronic device. Therefore, when another portable elec-
tronic device located in any place within a wireless commu-
nications system can provide its own flashlight as a remote
flashlight source, not only can the picture qualities be greatly
improved, but also the position and angle of the remote flash-
light source can be flexibly controlled.

Note that the invention concept may also be extended to
control the remote flashlight sources provided by more than
one assistant portable electronic device. Those who are
skilled in this technology can easily derive the details of the
methods for controlling more than one remote flashlight
source based on the concept discussed above, thus the illus-
trations are omitted here for brevity.

Note further when two or more than two portable electronic
devices are in operation, the predetermined application
installed therein may automatically determine whether to
provide flashlight(s) from the assistant portable electronic
device(s) only, or provide the flashlights from both the host
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and the assistant portable electronic device(s) based on the
collected environment information. In addition, the number
of flashlight sources may also be controlled or determined
manually by the user operating the portable electronic device,
and the invention should not be limited thereto.

In addition, the flashlight discussed above may be provided
in either a flashlight mode or a torch mode. In the flashlight
mode, the flashlight may be provided (or, turned on, enabled
or activated) for only one-shot or only once for a short period
of time when a shutter is pressed. In the torch mode, the
flashlight may be continuously provided (or, turned on,
enabled or activated) for a long period of time, and may be
stopped (or, turned off, disabled or deactivated) in response to
a flashlight disable request signal issued either by either the
assistant portable electronic device or the host portable elec-
tronic device. Therefore, not only when performing the pho-
tographic operation for capturing an image, the invention
concept may also be applied when the user uses the portable
electronic device to perform video recording or continuous
shooting, so as to provide the remote flashlight source(s) to
assist the video recording or continuous shooting operations.

The above-described embodiments of the present inven-
tion can be implemented in any of numerous ways. For
example, the embodiments may be implemented using hard-
ware, software or a combination thereof. It should be appre-
ciated that any component or collection of components that
perform the functions described above can be generically
considered as one or more processors that control the above
discussed function. The one or more processors can be imple-
mented in numerous ways, such as with dedicated hardware,
or with general purpose hardware that is programmed using
microcode or software to perform the functions recited above.

While the invention has been described by way of example
and in terms of preferred embodiment, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited thereto. Those who are skilled
in this technology can still make various alterations and modi-
fications without departing from the scope and spirit of this
invention. Therefore, the scope of the present invention shall
be defined and protected by the following claims and their
equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A wireless communications system, comprising:

afirst portable electronic device, including a first flashlight,

collecting environment information via an image sensor,
transmitting the environment information to a second
portable electronic device, and activating the first flash-
light in response to a flashlight assistant request signal
for assisting in a photographic operation of the second
portable electronic device; and

the second portable electronic device, including a second

flashlight, different from the first flashlight, and a cam-
era module, communicating with the first portable elec-
tronic device to receive the environment information,
determining at least one photographic parameter for the
camera module according to the environment informa-
tion, transmitting the flashlight assistant request signal
to the first portable electronic device, and performing the
photographic operation according to the photographic
parameter,

wherein the first portable electronic device collects the

environment information by capturing at least one first
image via the image sensor,

wherein the first portable electronic device further deter-

mines at least one flashlight control parameter according
to the environment information and transmits the flash-
light control parameter to the second portable electronic
device, and the second portable electronic device deter-
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mines the photographic parameter according to the envi-
ronment information and the flashlight control param-
eter, and

wherein flashlight control parameter is different from the
photographic parameter, and is transmitted back to the
first portable electronic device by the second portable
electronic device.

2. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the second portable electronic device trans-
mits the flashlight assistant request signal to the first portable
electronic device when a shutter of the second portable elec-
tronic device is pressed.

3. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the flashlight control parameter is selected
from a group comprising: flashlight strength, flashlight color
temperature and flashlight duration.

4. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the photographic parameter is selected from
a group comprising: a camera scene mode, an [SO speed, an
exposure index, a white balance setting, a focal position, a
focal length and a shutter speed.

5. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the first portable electronic device further
activates the first flashlight for one or more times for photom-
etry before activating the first flashlight for assisting in the
photographic operation.

6. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the second portable electronic device further
adjusts the flashlight control parameter and transmits the
adjusted flashlight control parameter to the first portable elec-
tronic device before performing the photographic operation.

7. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the first flashlight is activated in either a
flashlight mode or a torch mode, in the flashlight mode, the
first flashlight is activated once for a short period of time in
response to the flashlight assistant request signal and in the
torch mode, the first flashlight is activated continuously for a
long period of time in response to the flashlight assistant
request signal and is deactivated in response to a flashlight
disable request signal.

8. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the photographic operation is selected from
a group comprising capturing a second image, recording a
video and capturing a plurality of images for continuous
shooting.

9. The wireless communication system as claimed in claim
1, wherein the flashlight control parameter is adjusted by
either the first portable electronic device or the second por-
table electronic device during the photographic operation.

10. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 1, wherein the environment information is selected
from a group comprising: background lighting conditions,
background color temperatures, subject(s) lighting condi-
tions of one or more subject(s) in the image, subject(s) color
temperatures, and subject(s) local features.

11. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 10, wherein the subject(s) local features are selected
from a group comprising: face color, skin color, face position
and skin position of the subject(s).

12. A portable electronic device, comprising:

a first camera module;

a first flashlight;

a wireless communications module, transmitting and
receiving a plurality of signals to and from a peer por-
table electronic device to establish a wireless communi-
cations and communicating with the peer portable elec-
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tronic device, the peer portable electronic device
including a second flashlight, different from the first
flashlight; and

a processor, obtaining environment information collected

by the peer portable electronic device from the signals,
determining at least one photographic parameter of the
camera module according to the environment informa-
tion, determining whether the second flashlight pro-
vided by the peer portable electronic device is required
in a photographic operation according to the environ-
ment information, transmitting a flashlight assistant
request signal to the peer portable electronic device
when determining that the second flashlight provided by
the peer portable electronic device is required and per-
forming the photographic operation according to the
photographic parameter,

wherein the peer portable electronic device collects the

environment information by capturing a firstimage via a
second camera module of the peer portable electronic
device, determines at least one flashlight control param-
eter according to the environment information and trans-
mits the flashlight control parameter to the processor, the
flashlight control parameter being different from the
photographic parameter, and

wherein the processor determines the photographic param-

eter further according to the flashlight control parameter,
and transmits the flashlight control parameter back to the
peer portable electronic device.

13. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the processor transmits the flashlight assistant
request signal to the peer portable electronic device when a
shutter is pressed.

14. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the environment information is selected from a group
comprising: background lighting conditions in an image cap-
tured by the peer portable electronic device, background
color temperatures, subject(s) lighting conditions of one or
more subject(s) in the image, subject(s) color temperatures,
and subject(s) local features.

15. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the processor further adjusts the flashlight control
parameter and transmits the adjusted flashlight control
parameter to the peer portable electronic device before per-
forming the photographic operation.

16. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the second flashlight is provided by the peer portable
electronic device in either a flashlight mode or a torch mode,
in the flashlight mode, the second flashlight is activated once
for a short period of time in response to the flashlight assistant
request signal and in the torch mode, the second flashlight is
activated continuously for a long period of time in response to
the flashlight assistant request signal and is deactivated in
response to a flashlight disable request signal.

17. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the photographic operation is selected from a group
comprising capturing an image, recording a video and cap-
turing a plurality of images for continuous shooting.

18. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the processor further adjusts the flashlight control
parameter and transmits the adjusted flashlight control
parameter to the peer portable electronic device during the
photographic operation.

19. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the processor further adjusts the flashlight control
parameter before or during the photographic operation of the
peer portable electronic device.
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20. A portable electronic device, comprising:

a camera module;

a first flashlight;

a wireless communications module, transmitting and
receiving a plurality of signals to and from a peer por-
table electronic device to establish a wireless communi-
cations and communicating with the peer portable elec-
tronic device, the peer portable electronic device
including a second flashlight, different from the first
flashlight; and

a processor, turning on the camera module to collect envi-
ronment information, determining at least one flashlight
control parameter according to the environment infor-
mation by capturing a first image via the camera module,
and activating the first flashlight in response to a flash-
light assistant request signal received from the peer por-
table electronic device for assisting a photographic
operation of the peer portable electronic device,

wherein the processor further transmits the flashlight con-
trol parameter to the peer portable electronic device for
helping the peer portable electronic device to determine
at least one photographic parameter according to the
environment information and the at least one flashlight
control parameter, and receives the flashlight control
parameter transmitted back from the peer portable elec-
tronic device.

21. The wireless communications system as claimed in
claim 20, wherein the flashlight control parameter is selected
from a group comprising: flashlight strength, a flashlight
color temperature and a flashlight duration.

22. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 20,
wherein the processor further activates the first flashlight for
one or more times for photometry before activating the first
flashlight for assisting in the photographic operation of the
peer portable electronic device.

23. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 20,
wherein the first flashlight is activated in either a flashlight
mode or a torch mode, in the flashlight mode, the first flash-
light is activated once for a short period of time in response to
the flashlight assistant request signal and in the torch mode,
the first flashlight is activated continuously for a long period
of time in response to the flashlight assistant request signal
and is deactivated in response to a flashlight disable request
signal.

24. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 20,
wherein the processor further directs the camera module to
capture at least one image via an image sensor comprised
therein for collecting the environment information.
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25. The portable electronic device as claimed in claim 24,
wherein the environment information is selected from a group
comprising: background lighting conditions, background
color temperatures, subject(s) lighting conditions of one or
more subject(s) in the image, subject(s) color temperatures,
and subject(s) local features.

26. A method for controlling a remote flashlight source,
comprising:

establishing a wireless communications between a first

portable electronic device and a second portable elec-
tronic device, the first portable electronic device includ-
ing a first flashlight, the second portable electronic
device including a second flashlight, different from the
first flashlight;

collecting environment information by capturing a first

image via an image sensor of the first portable electronic
device;

determining at least one flashlight control parameter for the

first portable electronic device according to the environ-
ment information;

transmitting the environment information and the at least

one flashlight control parameter from the first portable
electronic device to the second portable electronic
device for helping the second portable electronic device
to determine at least one photographic parameter
according to the environment information and the at
least one flashlight control parameter, the at least one
flashlight control parameter being different from the at
least one photographic parameter;

transmitting the at least one flashlight control parameter

back to the first portable electronic device from the
second portable electronic device; and

activating the first flashlight of the first portable electronic

device to serve as a remote flashlight source for assisting
in a photographic operation of the second portable elec-
tronic device when the second portable electronic device
is performing the photographic operation according to
the photographic parameter.

27. The method as claimed in claim 26, further comprising:

activating the first flashlight of the first portable electronic

device for one or more times for photometry before
activating the first flashlight for assisting in the photo-
graphic operation.

28. The method as claimed in claim 26, wherein the pho-
tographic operation is selected from a group comprising cap-
turing an image, recording a video and capturing a plurality of
images for continuous shooting.
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